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Introduction:

Cultural activities of our College are very strong. This was the 7™ year to show the hidden
talent of our students. This academic year was disturbed due to Covid 19 pandemic. Our University
of Mumbai organised Online Cultural Youth Festival. So when Offline College was opened as per
the guidelines of Hon’ble District Collector of Raigad then our students of DLLE department took
initiative to organize cultural activities in our College.

Objectives:

1. To find out the hidden talent, career desires in the students through extra curriculum

activities.
To provide them a platform that helps to boost their confidence, memory, language skills.
3. To promote social awareness among students and frame a broader mind set to eradicate

narrow mindedness from the society.
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The Context:

This is year due to Covid-19 pandemic, Department of Students Development of
University of Mumbai had organised 53" Intercollegiate Cultural Youth Festival Online. Our
College had participated in 6 events viz. elocution competition, storytelling competition, poster
making competition, cartooning, western vocal solo and on the spot painting competition.
Students showed lot of creativity in the competition. After reopening of the college offline,
students of DLLE department took initiative to come with one proposal of Cultural activities to be
organised at our college level by following coivd-19 pandemic norms. The idea and concept
developed under the creative title “UTOPIiA” which included the following events: Text Me If You
Can (Smartphone Typing Competition), Dhund ke Dikhao (Internet Surfing Skill Competition),
Reels(Videography Competition with Theme: Tradition or Nature), That's My College! ( Photography
Competition within the college), The Bulls of Dalal Street (Stock Speculation and Prediction Competition
), Bakingology (Cake Baking Competition), Essayopedia (Essay Writing Competition), Business Genix
(About: Start-up Business Idea Proposal), Fauna Origami (Animal Paper Craft Competition) , The Everlast
Poster (Poster Making Competition) , Lockdown Hex & Bless ( A Public Speaking Competition). All the
events were suggested and framed by the student volunteers and they showcased proper leadership skills
and workout the success of the event.



The Practice:

As this was the students” events. Therefore, students took lot of efforts. Especially when
we talk about UTOPIA then students involvement to organise this event was appreciated by
everyone. Students devoted their time, energy, creativity. Right from class decoration, inviting‘
Judges, selecting topic for events, preparing publicity boards, counselling students campzﬁgning of
the events was done by them in a creative and disciplined way. The practice plays a very important
role in the personality development of students as along with the academics they get full Supp(‘)rt
pursuing the desires that help them gain skills such as script creative writing, art and crat(s:
communication, language skills, stage daring, leadership, persuasion, cost management, self
control and much more. Such events sharpens their mind with valuable thoughts that make them
adaptable to the changing society and develops broader mind set.

Evidence of Success:

Inspite of Covid-19 pandemic, students madg this programme ver.y successful. 459 students
participated in UTOPiA and 06 students participated in 53" Intercollegiate Cultural online Youth
Festival. Following Glimpses shows the evidence of success.




Participation in activities:

Year No. of No. of
Participants in | Participants at
Intercollegiate | College Level
Youth Festival | (UTOPiA)
2020-2021 06 450

Problems Encountered and Resources Required:

College has limited space. Inspite of this space problem, Students had managed practice
and all the events of UTOPIA in the available classroom after the lectures. They had used the
available resources optimally. '
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DIWALI CELEBRATION WITH TRIBAL COMMUNITY

Introduction:

Diwali is a festival celebrated everywhere, Diwali festival is of special importance in
Mabharashtra, but the tribal communities in Maharashtra are financially weak and so their Diwali
is dark. If a society in Maharashtra is deprived of this festive occasion, it is incompatible to
framework of human values. So our College decided that we should celebrate Diwali with this
tribal community and lighting crackers use shall spent that amount to light the festival with helping
the tribal Community. This activity is celebrated annually by the college on the tribal belt. This
year we celebrated Diwali at the Akkadevi Wadi Chirner, Uran, Dist-Raigad on November 14,
2020. A total of Rs 43,440 was spent on this initiative. The objectives of this initiative are as
follows:

Objectives of the practice:
1. to enhance the happiness of the tribal community.
. Not to let tribal know that they are deprived.
. To distribute the food items specially prepared a festival among tribal community.
. Distribution of new clothes to tribal community.
. By Distributing Stationery to school students in tribal communities.
. Creating a social commitment towards the tribal in the society.
_To build moral and social commitment among college students.
. Bridging the gap between civil society and tribal society.
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The Context:
From Uran taluka of Raigad district has the part of the Sahyadri mountain range. In this

Sahyadri hill, a large number of tribal communities are living. This society is not in contact with
modern economy and social order. There is rapid development in the country but tribal society is
deprived of this development. This tribal society is still living the traditional way. Their main
business is to cut wood and sell it, but they have been banned from deforestation recently.
Therefore, hunger Starvation has come upon many tribal communities, some of the wild fruits
and of the forest vegetables are sold to make a living by them. Their financial condition is not
good. They are living in very bad condition. The tribal community does not even have enough

money to fulfill their daily requirement.

Diwali is an important festival and so we celebrate Diwali with this tribal community
considering all the circumstances that tribal community does not even have new clothes for this
festival. These activities involve all staff members some and students. Every year new students
Join the program. Social commitment it builds and develop their Human values among the

students.



The practice:

All staff Members and alumni of Konkan Gyanpeeth Uran College of Commerce and
Arts come together and celebrate Diwali with tribal Community at Tribal Areas. Diwali is
celebrated in a special way, Sari for tribal women, men clothing, T-shirts and school supplies for
young children as well as various sweet treats are distributed to the tribal community. The
program covers everyone from the children of the tribal community to the elderly. First of all, the
problems of the tribal community are known and our Principal and experienced Professor in the
College are guided of it. This event is held every year on the day of Diwali, usually for four
hours. This is a program to remove the darkness of tribal life as a whole. No government funds
or college funds are used for this initiative. As a social commitment, all college staff and college
alumni volunteer raise as much funds as possible for this activity. Various items are purchased
through the funds collected. While buying these items, the number of women, men and children
are taken into per consideration before going to tribal area. Also, clothes are purchased with
appropriate measurements based on their age group. This is done to ensure that the tribal can use
the clothes and other things properly. They are also informed about various government policies
regarding education, employment and provisions for backward areas so that they become aware
and enjoy its benefits. Thus Diwali is celebrated with tribal community. Finally, the donors on
behalf of the college principals are praised and thanked.

Evidence of Success:
Konkan Gyanpeeth uran College annually celebrates Diwali with tribal Community.

There are three main principles of food donation, Clothe Distributing and enlightenment in
activity. This program benefits not only the tribal community but also our students. Following
are some of the key benefits of this initiative:
_it adds to the happiness of the tribal community.
. The tribes develop the feeling of belongingness to the society.
. The tribal enjoy the fresh food and new clothes.
_Students from tribal communities receive school material.
_All communities have a commitment towards tribalism.
" A kind of social commitment is created among all the college students.
. The gap between civil society and tribal society decreases.
This initiative is silent message for the government to take initiatives for Upliftment of tribes.

Various things mentioned above make this program a success. News about this initiative is
published in various newspapers Therefore, the community is motivated by this initiative. It is
expected that if the government takes care of this initiative, the initiative will be more successful.
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Problem Encountered and Resources Required:

There are no facilities where tribal society lives in the hills, there are many problems of
tribal society, and it is not possible to solve all their problems. When all their problems are taken
into account, those help fall short, Resources for solving tribal problems are inadequate, financial
problems arise. When it comes to the purchase of various items for the tribal community. the
financial contribution to it is on a personal level, all the college teachers and ex-alumni provide
financial support on their personal level. No government or college funding is used for this
initiative. Lack of funds is an important issue.

This activity is celebrated on Diwali festival so that students do not attend as much as
necessary. This activity is carried out with a minimum number of students. If an organization
like INPT, ONGC, BPCL and any other gets involved in providing financial support for this
social cause, it can be of great help, but no other organization has responded vet. The program is
run only by all the college teachers, students and Alumni.

Through this initiative we distribute only Foods, clothing and school materials. but the tribal
community needs many factors. There is transportation problem to go to tribal settlements, no
electricity connection has reached their habitat, they have no access to pure drinking water etc.
have serious problems. But with our initiative it is not possible to solve the all problems. More
funding is needed to solve also their problems. The government has initiated many schemes, but
the lack of knowledge of tribal community and the administration. they do not get fall allocated

amount for their development by the government. So, another way is to Enlighte the tribal and
give proper knowledge to them all schemes of government.
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